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“The main advantage is th
at Stepping It U

p is C
anadian, 

and designed specifically to implement the recommendations  

of the College Math Project. I
 personally know Trish

 Byers  

(one of the authors), 
who is v

ery passionate about college  

math education in Ontario. There is s
trong support amongst 

college math faculty for a product to
 bridge the gap.” 

—MelanieChristi
an(St.LawrenceCollege)



Dear Math Educator:

Weareexcitedtoannouncetheupcomingreleaseofa
groundbreakingprojectincollegematheducation.
Called Stepping It Up: Foundations for Success in 

Math,thisendeavourisintendedtobridgethegapbetweenhighschoolandcollegemath.
Whenpedagogicallyrichresources fromPearsonCanadaarecombinedwithexpertdirectionfromcollege
matheducators,theresultisateachingtoolthatwillchangethewaymathistaught(andlearned)incollege.
We’rethrilledtobeapartofthatchangeandwesuspectthatyou’llfeelthesameway.

Thisprojectisallaboutbridgingthegap.Timeandagain,instructorshaveidentifiedasignificant“gap”
betweenhighschoolappliedmatheducationandcollegematheducation.Thisgapexistsinthecontentcover-
ageandpedagogicalstylestudentshaveexperienced.TheCollege Mathematics Project 2007 Final Report1states
thatuptoone-thirdofstudentscurrentlyenrolledintheOntariocollegesystemareatriskofnotcompleting
theirprogramsasaresultoftheirpoorachievementinfirst-semestermathematics.Attainingstrongstudent
achievementunderthesecircumstancescanbechallenging—collegesneedflexibleresourcestohelpstudents
learnthemathrequiredtosucceedintheircourses.

Theuniquechallengeofaddressingthisgapcalledforanovelapproach.Webeganbybringingtogethermath
educatorsfromseveralOntariocollegestoformaneditorialadvisoryboard.UsingtheOntarioCollegeHeads
ofMathpositionpaperonassessment2asastartingpoint,thePearsonmathteamcollaboratedwiththeboard
tocreatealistoftopicsandlearningobjectives.Together,wethendeterminedwhatkindofpedagogyand
assessmentworksbestacrossanumberofprogramsandforavarietyoflearningstyles.Theresultisaresource
thatismodular,focusesonthetopicsidentifiedasessentialforstudentsuccess,incorporatesCanadian
examples(includingSIunitswhereappropriate),andbreaksthemouldsetbytraditionaltextbooks!

We arepleased todeliver an adaptable “bridging” solution for the studentswhoneed remediation the
most.AvailablethroughPearson’sCustomDatabaseLibrary,Stepping It Upoffersflexibledeliveryofprinted
content,inadditiontoaneTextandresponsiveonlinehomeworkandtutorialsintheformofMyMathLab.
WeareconfidentthatStepping It Up: Foundations for Success in Math isthebestsolutionavailabletoensure
studentretentionandimprovestudentsuccessinthecollegesystem.Wealwayswanttohearfrominstructors
sopleasefeelfreetoemailusyourquestionsorcomments.

Let’s help students bridge the gap! 

MichelleBish CathleenSullivan
MarketingManager, AcquisitionsEditor,
Engineering,Science&Math Mathematics&Statistics
PearsonCanada PearsonCanada
michelle.bish@pearsoned.com cathleen.sullivan@pearsoned.com

One-third of college students 

are at ris
k of failing!

1Schollen,Laurel,etal.,College Mathematics Project 2007 Final Report.Toronto:York–SenecaInstituteforMathematics,Science
andTechnologyEducation,2008.

2HeadsofMath,Math Assessment Testing Position Paper.March2009.
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PearsonCanadabringstogetherleadingcollegemath
instructorsfromacrosstheprovincetoformaneditorial
advisoryboard(EAB).Thisboardistaskedwithcreatinga
solutiontohelpstudentsbridgethegapbetweenhighschool
andcollegemathtopromotemathconfidenceforsuccessin
college.SixEABmembersareheadsofmathinOntariocolleges.
Thisgroup,namedtheCollegeEntranceMathGroup(CEMG),
isaugmentedbyanadditionalmember,DavidZimmer,to
representthehighschoolperspectiveandbroadenthegroup’s
knowledgeandfocus.

TheCEMGchoosesTobey/Slater,Basic College Mathematics,
forCanadianadaptionandaddsmodulesontrigonometry
andmathskills.Thegroupdeterminesthatthistextbestmeets
thelevelofrigourrequiredforaremedialcollegemathcourse.

PearsonCanadarecruitsfourCanadianauthorstoworkwith
consultantsandtheCEMGmembersonthenewproject,
Stepping It Up: Foundations for Success in Math,withthegoal
tomeettheneedsofOntariocollegestudents.

Stepping It Upmodulesarereviewed.SeventeenOntario
reviewersbeginanin-depthvettingprocesstoensurethatthe
contentandformatofStepping It Uptrulyaddressesitsstated
goalsandreflectsthecurriculumtaughtinclassrooms.

PearsonCanadalearnsthatagapexistsbetweenthemath
skillsofhighschoolgraduatesandfirst-yearcollegestudentsin
Ontario.BasedondiscussionswithOntarioHeadsofMathand
inconsultationwiththeCollegeMathematicsProject,Pearson
Canadaestablishestheneedforaremedialmathsolutionforthe
Ontariocollegemarket.

“In my teaching, I have become aware 

of how my expectations of students’ 

mathematics knowledge differs from 

the skills they bring to college. College 

mathematics courses do not necessarily 

build on mathematics concepts taught 

in secondary school; rather, college 

mathematics courses are guided by 

the mandate of a program. As a result, 

gaps between mathematics taught 

in secondary school and college may 

exist. In addition, the language and 

mathematics symbols that are used 

at college are not always the same 

as ones students learn in secondary 

school. Working on this project has 

been an exciting venture for me as we 

can reflect on what these gaps may be 

and then incorporate the mathematics 

skills and language needed for success 

in college mathematics courses.”

—TrishByers(GeorgianCollege)

College Entrance Math Group  
(CEMG) Members:

Paul Wraight – durham College
Lauren Fuentes – durham College
Trish Byers – Georgian College
Tom Fraser – niagara College

Nelly Faycal – algonquin College
Mohammad Hussain – Humber College

David Zimmer

Stepping It Up Author Team:

Mike Delgaty – algonquin College
Michael Nauth – algonquin College
Lisa Hayden – algonquin College
Trish Byers – Georgian College

Stepping It Up Consulting Team:

Lauren Fuentes – durham College
Trish Byers – Georgian College
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“Finally, a publisher that has listened to 

the experts and produced an effective and  

creative math teaching system that bridges 

the gap between high school and college 

mathematics...Bravo Pearson.”

—RichardGruchalla(GeorgeBrownCollege)

Stepping It Upisdesignedtomeetthe

recommendationsoftheCollegeMathematics

Project—anongoingresearchprojectfunded

bytheprovinceofOntariotoexamine

studentmathskillsatthecollegelevel.

Recommendationsinclude:

Integrate math into real-life situations
Stepping It UpcontainsCanadianexamplesanddata
tointegratemathintoreal-lifesituations.

Integrate technology into college  
mathematics courses
Stepping It UphasanaccompanyingMyMathLabonline
assessmentprogramthatcontainsdiagnostictesting,
guidedsolutions,apersonalizedstudyplan,aneText,
andagradebook.

Ensure support placement early in  
the semester
Stepping It Up’sMyMathLabonlineassessment
capabilitiesincludediagnostictesting.Thisallows
studentstoidentifytheirweaknessesearly.

Give students tools to self-identify  
risk and take responsibility  
(self-remediation)
TheMyMathLabcoursealsoprovidesa
personalizedstudyplanthatgivesstudents
anopportunitytoself-remediate.

Give students regular feedback
Studentshaveaccesstohundredsof
practiceproblemswithinMyMathLabthat
provideinstantfeedback.TheMyMathLab
gradebookallowsinstructorstoseestudent
progressandprovideregularfeedbackto
theirstudents.

Math Project 
Recommendations

steppIng up
college

to meet the
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...MODULAR
Stepping It Upcontainsthefollowingmodulestoaddresseverytopicidentifiedasessential
forstudentsuccessincollege.Masteryofthesetopicswillbuildasolidfoundationinmath.

Math Study Skills 

Whole Numbers

Fractions

Decimals

Ratio and Proportion

Percent

Measurement

Geometry

Statistics 

Signed Numbers

Introduction to Algebra

Trigonometry

...COMPRehensive
Stepping It UpincludesthetopicsidentifiedbytheHeadsofMathasbeingessential
forstudentsuccessincollege,asoutlinedintheHeadsofMathassessmentpaper:

Numeracy
Wholenumbercomputation•Integercomputation•Fractioncomputationsystem•

Decimalcomputation•Orderofoperations

Graphing
Algebraicexpressions•Algebraicequations•Measurement:metricsystem•

Geometry•Trigonometry

Fraction-decimal-percent conversions
Numberformats:scientificnotationandsignificantdigits•Percentages•

Rootsandradicals•Powersandexponents•Ratioandproportions

...FLexibLe
CreateyourownuniqueStepping It Uppackagetailoredtoyourstudents’
needsbychoosingoneormoreofthefollowingcomponents:

Print
Createyourownuniquetextbookthatcontainsonlythemodules
youneedthroughthePearsonCustomLibrary.

Online Homework
UseMyMathLabtogiveyourstudentsextrapracticetoachieveproficiencyincoretopics.

eText
ThroughMyMathLab,youcanselectmodulesfromacustomizableeTextbasedon
thelearningobjectivesofyourcourse.YoucanmatchyoureTexttoyourcustomized
printtext.AMyMathLabaccesscodecanbepackagedwithyourprinttext.

CD
Studentswhodon’thavehigh-speedinternetaccessathomecanstillpractisewith
MathXLtutorialsonCD.TheCDcanbepackagedwithyourprintedtext.

“Having a book that is 

modular and can be adapted 

as needed is a great  

advantage. Also having so 

many delivery options and  

resources is a plus.”

—LaurenFuentes

(DurhamCollege)

instructor supplements
Instructor’s Resource Manual

Instructor’s Solutions Manual

PowerPoint® Lecture Notes

TestGen

steppIng It up Is...
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“Our goal at Durham  

College is to give students  

an opportunity to increase 

their math confidence,  

because it lays the  

foundation for their future 

success in college. Step-

ping It Up will enable me 

to streamline the delivery of 

my course and give students 

a chance to remediate where 

they need help the most.”

—PaulWraight(DurhamCollege) Mike Delgaty – Algonquin College
MikeistheprimaryauthoroftheBasic Mathmodules.Heholdsamaster’s
intheoreticalphysicsfromQueen’sUniversityandbachelordegreesin
educationandsciencefromtheUniversitiesofOttawaandWaterloo,
respectively.Hehastaughtphysics,math,andscienceforthepast12years
inhighschoolsinNorthCarolinaandOntario,andiscurrentlyaninstructor
atAlgonquinCollege.

Michael Nauth – Algonquin College
MichaelisacoordinatorforthecarpentryprogramatAlgonquinCollege.
HisknowledgeofCanadianbusinessandindustryrequirementsadds
avaluablepracticalperspectivetotheproject.

Lisa Hayden – Algonquin College
LisaistheauthoroftheTrigonometrymodule.Sheholdsadoubledegree
consistingofanhonoursinmathematicsandaconcentrationincomputer
scienceattheUniversityofOttawa,andaMaster’sinpuremathematics
withaspecializationinabstractalgebra(SimonFraserUniversity).Lisais
currentlyaninstructoratAlgonquinCollege.

Trish Byers – Georgian College
TrishistheauthoroftheStudy Skillsmodule.Inadditiontoher
nursingdegree(UniversityofToronto),Trishhasanundergraduatedegree
inmathematicsandanMAinmathematicseducationforteachersfromYork
University.Trishcurrentlyteachesintheengineeringtechnologydepartment
atGeorgianCollegeandispursuingadoctoraldegreeineducation.

Author

teAM
Meet Our
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MyMathLab is an online learning system designed specifically to help  

students get a better grade in their math courses. With practice problems 

correlated to the textbook or teaching resource and personalized study 

plans generated from student answers, MyMathLab puts users in control of 

their own learning. Everything is available 24 hours a day, so students can 

study where they want, when they want, and how they want.

Personalized Study Plan 
Astudyplanisgeneratedbasedonstudentresultsonsampletestsand
instructorassignments.Studentscanclearlyseewhichtopicstheyhave
masteredand,moreimportantly,whichtopicstheyneedtoworkon!

Practice Problems
Studentsusethestudyplanexercisestogetpracticewhereitisneeded.
Theycancheckprogressandgetanoverviewofallscores.

Help Me Solve This
Whenstudentsarestuckonanexerciseanddon’tknowwheretobegin,
theycanseeawalkthroughthatdemonstrateshowtosetandsolvethe
exercise.

Auto-Graded Tests and Assignments 
MyMathLabcomeswithtwopre-loadedSampleTestsforeachchapterso
studentscanself-assesstheirunderstandingofthematerial.

eText
PearsoneTextgivesstudentsaccesstothetextwheneverandwhereverthey
haveaccesstotheinternet.eTextpageslookexactlyliketheprintedtext,
offeringpowerfulnewfunctionalityforstudentsandinstructors.Userscan
createnotes,highlighttextindifferentcolours,createbookmarks,zoom,
clickhyperlinkedwordsandphrasestoviewdefinitions,andchoose
single-pageortwo-pageview.

technology is fully integrated into the college math course!

support
Full MyMathLab

“This program helped me find out where my weaknesses are.”

“I especially loved the tutorial (help section) within the homework.”

“The interactive aspect of the website makes it more motivating  

to do math.”

Canadian students say:
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For more information, contact your local Pearson representative, our Faculty Sales & Services team at 
1-800-850-5813, our website at www.pearsoncanada.ca, or email steppingitup@pearsoned.com.
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